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This week in review! 

An extremely rewarding activity that we have never done took place, 

which turned out to be fantastic! We had an exciting Torah show which 

was hosted by the talented, Rabbi Maimon Elbaz right on the Chevra 

premises! The topics were about Sifrei Torah, Tefillin, and Mezuzah. As 

Rabbi Elbaz conducts his classes in a very visual way he did not come 

to the Chevra empty handed. He brought with him all of his supplies 

that he used during his amazing teaching performance. Even though 

this was an educational class, we call it a performance because it was 

truly a site to see. He started off by showing us pictures from his own 

book about how Tefillin is made on his fancy shmancy projector which 

emitted a big screen onto the wall to help everyone follow along. Rabbi 

Elbaz spoke with us and explained the mitzvah of putting up Mezuzahs on 

our doorways, the mitzvah of wearing Tefillin and how a Sefer Torah is made. 

Rabbi Elbaz told us that he is also a Sofer and has been involved in the writings 

of these holy artifacts. Afterwards, we dimmed the lights and he showed us some 

fascinating clips, which really explained beautifully how each of the items are 

actually made. Rabbi Elbaz demonstrated to us how the cow’s skins are prepared 

from scratch and then made into parchment, which is what our Torah, Tefillin and 

Mezuzah’s are all made of. Rabbi Elbaz then went over many interesting facts 

with us during his demonstrations, such as that any kosher animal can be used 
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for a Sefer Torah. Who knew! He also explained that if any of 

the words are out of the line in the Torah, then it’s Pussel. He 

spoke about the last mitzvah in the Torah which is that each person 

should write their own Torah. He also said that since it’s not so easy for 

each person to write their own Torah or to even pay a Sofer to write it 

for them, as long as we have Seforim in our homes and learn from them, 

it’s like we wrote our own Torah. He also told us that a Torah must be hand 

written by an actual person and if it’s written using a computer, then its 

Pussel. We may only use a computer to help us by checking for mistakes. 

Another interesting fact is that a Sefer Torah has 245 columns in it, which 

is the same number of words in the Krias Shema. Amazing! We were 

reminded about the importance of putting on Tefillin every weekday 

morning since this is one of Hashem’s commandants. Rabbi Elbaz told 

us many more interesting facts and even some inspiring stories. To 

finish off the show, we ended with a Torah trivia game which turned 

out to be really exciting. All the guys were given chances to ask 

and answer questions as well. Afterword’s, Rabbi Elbaz got up and 

danced with the Chevra. We all had a great time and enjoyed 

Rabbi Elbaz’s amazing Torah Show!

As mentioned previously, here at the Chevra we appreciate 

both the spiritual and the materialistic aspects of life. One 

very exciting activity that we did was going to the New York 

Boat Show at the Jacob Javits Center! The Chevra was able 

to personally hop on board some of the most expensive and 

luxurious boats and yachts that the industry has to offer. It was 

an out of this world experience. We couldn’t believe what our eyes 

were seeing! Most of the boats were equipped with luxurious sofa 



style seating wrapped in leather.  The cockpits were filled of 

what seemed like very high tech components.  We couldn’t help 

but imagine what it would be like to actually go cruise through the 

endless blue seas on one of the boats that we boarded. The Chevra was 

glad to switch things up and experience everything this trip had to offer.

Back at the Chevra, during the week we made our very own individual 

pizzas with Anat. First we mixed up the pizza dough ingredients, added 

the sauce and then the cheese. We topped off each individual pizza by 

adding on our own choices of vegetable toppings. We could not wait to 

eat our homemade pizza for lunch. Everyone really enjoyed seeing their 

own creations in front of them before they dived in for lunch. As if that 

was not enough baking for you we also each baked our own individual 

Challahs. They both came out tasting amazing! 

Of course Mrs. Wolpin helped us arrange a delicious meal special for 

the Chevra in honor of Rosh Chodesh. First, we went on a shopping 

spree at Bingo to buy the items that were needed to put this meal 

together. We baked schnitzel, vegetables kugel, a spruced up 

Israeli salad and we had a refreshing iced tea to top it all off. 

Happy birthday to Lipa Spira! Thank you to the Spira family for 

sponsoring the delicious Ice Cream cake. Lipa choose to say a 

nice speech that he personally wrote up. Shlomo also made a 

nice speech in honor of his birthday. Happy birthday Lipa, Ad 

Me’ah Ve’esrim Shanah! 

Have a wonderful Shabbos!

Mr. Kerper



Thoughts on Parshas Bo:

“And so that you may relate in the ears of your son”. 

Pharaoh was finally willing to release the Bnei Yisroel, why did 

Hashem harden his heart & continue to afflict the Egyptians? Our verse 

supplies the answer. Hashem wished to strike the Egyptians & display 

his might, so that the story would be related throughout the generations. 

The exile decreed upon the Bnei Yisroel was to last 400 years. However, 

since Pharaoh & the Egyptians oppressed the Bnei Yisroel so excessively, 

Hashem decided to calculate the duration of the exile beginning with the 

birth of Yitzchak. Unaware of this calculation, Pharaoh expected to enjoy 

the servitude of the Bnei Yisroel for a full 400 years, and that is why he 

resisted Moshe’s demands to release the nation. Had the Bnei Yisroel 

been in Egypt for 400 years, it is possible that Pharaoh would have 

released the nation willingly. Had that come to pass, there would have 

been no divine redemption to impress upon the minds of our youth. 

[Source- Kol Dodi – Seasonings of the Torah- Rabbi David Feinstein- Artscroll]

Enjoy Menucha’s Shabbos.

Sincerely,

Rabbi Gross

A few jokes for you…

Q. what happens when you sit on a grape?

A. It lets out a little wine!

Q. What did the apple skin say to the apple?

A. I’ve got you covered!      

 Q. Where can you find an ocean without water?

A. On a map!
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