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Trip to the Staten Island Zoo..

Monday arrived in all its glory. When eavesdropping on the 

conversations at Day Hab, one could hear the participants animatedly 

discussing the trip to the zoo today. Roger was wondering which 

exotic animals he would encounter! The participants grabbed 

their bags and were on their way in no time. When we arrived, the 

participants ran off to meet the many different animals. Bracha was 

surprised to see lamas. They are similar to a camel, but with no hump and 

furry skin. Believe it or not, we came face to face with an anaconda, one of the 

largest snakes in the world. Our next stop was a spiky porcupine. Our mouths 

dropped open when it performed a dance. How we wished we can take him 
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home! Francine commented that it was worth the whole trip 

just to see this magical sight. Yanky was intrigued to meet bats. 

They were hanging upside down, in a dark cave. While we were 

chatting, a breathtaking peacock dawdled over and entertained us. 

Mordy was amazed at its gorgeous blue feathers, with an impressive span. 

The participants returned with newfound appreciation for these majestic 

creatures. Shout out to our dedicated staff for infusing our days with 

“adventure”!!

Lag Ba’omer Extravaganza..

Rumors were heard throughout Day Hab. Is it really true?! The 

sight that greeted us Tuesday afternoon far surpassed our 

imagination. We entered Day Hab in the morning with “glowing” 

faces. Finally, it was time for our Lag Ba’omer event. In the center 

of the room, there was a large simulated “fire” surrounded by logs. 



We dimmed the lights as Jay began the story of Rabbi Shimon Bar 

Yochai. The participants were fascinated to learn that R’ Shimon 

escaped from the Romans since his life was in danger. He lived in a cave 

for twelve years. Hashem performed a miracle and a carob tree and spring 

of water grew outside the cave to sustain him. R’ Shimon was a great sage 

and authored the Zohar. “Fuel”ed with information, the participants joined 

hands and danced around the fire, along with the music. Lila danced 

up a storm. The smile on Gita’s face said it all. The adrenaline rush 

coursed through our veins and kept us pumping. Jay then led a sing 

along of one of the classic Bar Yochai songs. We had some more 

excitement up our sleeve! We featured a video of boys dancing 

to Lag Ba’omer tunes. To tickle our taste buds, we were served 

juicy watermelon and red jello to mimic fire. Danny enjoyed this 

savory treat. The “warmth” of the fire lingered throughout the 

day. Special mention to Fayge for spearheading this event. We all 

know that Otsar Day Hab is “blazing” with innovative programming!


