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This week in review! 

A lot has been going on at the Chevra lately. We recently took a trip to the 

Jewish Children’s Museum in Crown Heights Brooklyn. At the museum 

there were many nice exhibits that we had a chance to experience and 

enjoy. When we started our tour, we were amazed as we saw some 

interesting exhibits. One in particular was that of a replica tent of 

Avraham Aveinu as he was sitting outside waiting for visitors just like 

in the Parsha. We also saw a demonstration of the seven days for the 

creation of the world. The way this exhibit was demonstrated brought 

each day of creation to life and gave us a real in depth understanding 

as to how Hashem created the world. Seeing the exhibits of Noach’s 

Teivah and the Akaidas Yitzchok was a sight to behold and was very 

educational. Towards the end of our visit, the tour guide surprised us and 

took us to a game room and hosted an exciting Jewish trivia challenge and 

Parsha questions for the Chevra. To no one’s surprise, the Chevra amazingly knew 

the answers to so many of the questions! All of the exhibits really helped us to have 

a better understanding in a more visual way, so when learning about the upcoming 

Parsha’s we will remember how each of the events happened in a more colorful 

and concrete way. We had an amazing time!
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Last week during our class with Anat, we baked Challah.  The 

Chevra discussed the reason why Challah was being made. One 

of the reasons we decided to make challah that week was because 

in Parshas Chayei Sara, we learned that when Sara passed away, there 

were 3 things that stopped immediately until Rivka came. One of the 

three things was Hashem stopped was the miracle of providing fresh 

dough from week to week. Nachum gave us two other things that stopped 

as well, after Sara passed away. One was that the fire in the tent went out 

and the cloud of Hashem that was over the tent disappeared as well. After 

our discussion, we put on our gloves and we got to work by kneading the 

dough. Once the dough finished rising, we each had portions which we 

braided together in order to form the challah. We also baked a potato 

kugel in honor of Rosh Chodesh. After everything was in the oven, 

the smell that was emanating from the kitchen made not only the 

Chevra area smell so good but the whole building could have 

passed as a bakery. The kugel and challah were both very big hits 

and was enjoyed by all! 

The Chevra went back to volunteer at medical supplies. The 

group worked on enhancing their organizational skills by 

organizing and separating supplies that need to be packed up 

in different packages. The guys are very familiar with the work 

that they do. At times they even try beating their group records of 

packages that are packed and sealed. 

As we always encourage at the Chevra, we make sure to get in our 



daily dose of exercise. Our new Counselor Avi introduced the 

group to a new routine of stretches and exercises, along with new 

music for the guys to enjoy during our sessions. The way the guys 

are now doing their squats, jumping jacks and leg stretches is a sight to 

see, as everyone is really enjoying it. Thank you Avi!

Since its Rosh Chodesh, we put together a special lunch in honor of the 

day. We enjoyed our potato kugel and chopped Israeli salad with a side of 

pickles. We topped it all off with our traditional ice tea which was much 

enjoyed. During lunch we had a group discussion about Chanukah which 

will be coming up towards the end of the month.  

Have a great Shabbos a good Chodesh!   

Mr. Kerper

Thoughts from Parshas Toldoth:

The Torah reminds us once again of Rivka’s Aramite origin and 

family background. Yitzchok was the son of Avroham and thus it 

was Avroham and Avroham alone, who had influenced him. As a 

result, Yitzchok had matured to become a true son of Avroham. 

But Rivkah, through her good qualities are beyond dispute, was a 

daughter of an Aramite, born and raised in Aram, and the sister of 

a most pronounced Aramite type; Lavon. If, according to the maxim 

of our Chachomim, most sons take after their maternal uncles, what 



sort of offspring’s could have been expected from the marriage 

of Yitzchok and Rivkah, if most of them would have taken after 

their uncle? By means of this reminder the Torah prepares us for the 

conflict which arises later on. We will then not be surprised when we see 

an Eisav appear on the scene. In fact, we will be surprised to find that side 

by side with him, one like Yaakov could also emerge. 

(Source- T’rumath Tzvi- Rav Samson Raphael Hirsch- The   

  Judaica Press)

Have a pleasant Shabbos!

Rabbi Gross

A few jokes for you…

Q. Why did the traffic light rarely go swimming

A. They take way too long to change!

Q. Why did the man hide when he went to work?

A. Because a good worker is hard to find!

Q. What did the frying pan say to the egg?

 You crock me up!
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