
בס״ד

This week in review! 

This week we celebrated Chanukah in the most epic way! We started off the 

festivities with the Chevra participants taking a trip to Bergenfield New 

Jersey, for our annual toy drive. As soon as they arrived, the guys got 

right down to work by packing up dozens of toys and then bringing 

them back to Brooklyn. After returning back with a van full of gifts, 

we then distributed the toys to various people in need among the 

community. Our host Joy Sklar treated the guys to a well-earned 

pizza lunch after finishing the project. The sense of accomplishment 

after completing was quiet rewarding for all those involved. 

To spruce up our Sunday program in honor of Chanukah, the group 

went to Dave & Busters in Staten Island! The excitement that the guys 

experienced while playing the games was very apparent as you can see 

the joy on their faces. To top it all off it was even more rewarding to then see 

the tickets pour out of the machines to be able to pick a prize at the end. By the 

time the guys were ready to leave, they went and redeemed all of the tickets that 

were accumulated throughout the action packed day. It was nice to see the smiles 

that were on the guys faces upon getting the prizes. 

Back at the Otsar headquarters, the Chevra were extremely busy in the kitchen. 

With Anat’s assistance we made potato latkes from scratch. We peeled dozens of 

potatoes, added in the ingredients, and then put it in the food processor to mix 
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it. Of course, the Chevra added our own healthy touch and baked 

the latkes instead of deep frying them. We saved a few calories 

and it tasted just as good! We also baked a cheese lokshen kugel 

which we ate during our Chanukah lunch. The kugel and latkes both 

came out tasting great and they were enjoyed by all!

We all love surprises and that is just what we got from Ezra from Junees. 

Ezra brought along with him his other brother Shmuel and his father. 

They came to the Chevra to personally thank the guys for the work that 

they have done throughout the year. He presented each of the guys with a 

special gift (walkie talkies). You should have seen the smile on Akiva! They 

also brought along with them drinks & fresh doughnuts for all to enjoy. 

This was so nice and we look forward to continue lending a hand at 

Junees.  

As we all know it has become a tradition at the Chevra for Mr. 

Lichtenstein to honor the Chevra with an amazing ice cream party 

every year and this year he did not disappoint. Mr. Lichtenstein was 

so kind to once again sponsor the Chanukah ice cream party for 

the Chevra, which we are so grateful for. We appreciate that Mr. 

Lichtenstein took the time to take everyone’s individual order 

and preference down to what color sprinkles they wanted! As 

if that wasn’t enough, he personally came to drop off the ice 

cream and give out some Chanukah Gelt to the guys.  Of course 

he stayed a bit to schmooze with the guys as well.  Thank you to 

Mr. & Mrs. Lichtenstein for sponsoring the ice cream. It was really 

a special treat!

To top off the week, the Chevra participated in a special olive oil 

making class. This class was led by Rabbi Fried’s partner, Avrumi from 



the Chabad of the Upper West side who came all the way to our 

Otsar headquarters location. The class was fantastic. The Chevra 

had a chance to wind and squeeze olives from an old ancient 

replica olive oil press. Low and behold before our very own eyes we all 

saw freshly squeezed olive juice come out! But the question everyone 

wanted to know was how do we separate the olive juice from the olive 

oil? Well, that’s where the centrifuge machine comes in handy. The Chevra 

held mini flasks of the fresh pressed olive juice and Rabbi Avrumi inserted 

them into the machine and within minutes the olive oil and juice was 

separated! We were reminded about an amazing fact, that it takes 8 days 

to naturally separate olive oil from the olive juice. That’s why the miracle 

of Chanukah didn’t need to last longer than 8 days because the Jews of 

that time already started to make their own oil and it was ready by the 

8th day… Amazing!  It was cool to see the centrifuge machines do all 

of this in a matter of minutes.

When things calmed down a bit from all the exciting things that 

were going on, we had our own Chanukah trivia activity which 

was hosted by Hillel. It was nice to see that so many of the 

questions that were asked, the guys new the answers too. 

Not only did we enjoy a great game, we also had interesting 

discussions about Chanukah. 

Have a wonderful Shabbos, a Freilichen Chanukah and a 

Chodesh Tov!

Mr. Kerper

Thoughts from Parshas Mikeitz:

Yosef successfully explained the dream of the king’s butler & asked 

the butler to speak to Pharoh to free him. The butler did nothing of the 



sort & Yosef languished in prison for another 2 years. This was a 

punishment from heaven for Yosef’s having placed his trust in a 

human being. For the average person, Yosef’s behavior would have 

been perfectly acceptable. A person is required to engage in personal 

efforts in any situation. However, Yosef, on his spiritual level, should have 

avoided all personal effort & relied on Hashem. Story- A bochur named 

Aharon wrote a note to the Steipler Gaon, asking for a beracha that his 

parents will realize the harm a TV causes in the home. But the Goan was not 

available to receive the note. However, after coming home, the note fell out 

of Aharon’s pocket & came to the attention of his parents. The note moved 

his parents so much, they agreed to throw out the T.V. [Source- Living the 

Parsha- Rabbi Shimon Finkelman- Artscroll/Mesorah]

Enjoy Menuchas Shabbos & A Freilechen Chanukah!

Rabbi Gross

P.S. - Thank you very much for the Chanukah gift. It was very 

thoughtful and generous. Also, thank you for the lovely note. It 

meant a lot to me!

A few jokes for you…

Q. Which hand is it best to light the Menorah with?

A.  Neither, it’s best to light it with a candle!

Q. Why was the broom late to the Chanukah party?

A. It over-swept!
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